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Welcome back to the new school year and thank you to all the parents that have welcomed me so warmly.  

A huge ‘thank you’ to Mr Dunford who has now left the school and is going on an extended holiday for the 

next three months ~ I am very grateful to have had the time to learn about the school through his eyes.  I 

am a past parent of St. Mary’s R. C. Primary School and I am delighted to be here to work with the school 

community again.  If you have any concerns about your child within the school please do not hesitate to 

contact me and arrange a meeting. 

I would also like to welcome Miss O’Donnell, our new Deputy Headteacher, to the school.  Miss O’Donnell 

will be teaching our Year 3 class and working with us all to ensure that the school continues to achieve our 

high standards of care and education. 

A huge welcome back to Mrs Appleby after her Maternity Leave.  She will be resuming her teaching role in 

our Reception Class and is already enjoying getting to know the children.  We are all pleased to have her 

back with us! 

 ‘PRAISE CELEBRATIONS’ 

Llongyfarchiadau (Congratulations) to the following pupils who have received our Praise Certificates today.   

Mrs Abbleby Miss Way Miss Rogers 
Miss 

O’Donnell 
Miss Reece 

Miss 
Williams 

Miss Smith 

Theo  Conor Matei Jake Rhys Ieuan Seren 

 

CITIZENSHIP AWARD 

Mrs Abbleby Miss Way Miss Rogers 
Miss 

O’Donnell 
Miss Reece 

Miss 
Williams 

Miss Smith 

Mary Rosalyn Ciaran Isabelle Gracie-Mae Dylan Iestyn 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Each year, as a school, we are set an attendance target by the Local Authority.  This year our target is 

96.3%.  I am sure, working together, that we will be able to exceed this target as I know you will want to 

support your child’s education by ensuring that they are in school every day.  Wherever possible, dental 

and doctor appointments should be made for after school although I know that this is dependant on the 
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practice you belong to and I do appreciate that pupils can’t avoid being ill.  I look forward to seeing which 

of our pupils achieve 100% attendance throughout the Autumn Term. 

Just a reminder to all parents, if you know your child is going to be absent from school, please ring the 

school office and leave a message by 9.00am otherwise the school office will telephone you as part of our 

first day response policy. 

‘MEET THE TEACHER’ EVENINGS 

Every year we like to offer parents the chance to come in to school and ‘Meet the teacher’.  This is so that 

you can put a face to a name and the class teacher can give you any information that they feel needs to be 

confirmed.  Please feel free to ask any questions that you have at this time too.  The organisation of the 

evening will be: 

5.00 – 5.30pm – Parents with pupils in Year 1, Year 3, Year 5 

5.30 – 6.00pm – Parents with pupils in Reception, Year 2, Year 4 and Year 6 

We apologise to parents if there are any clashes but teachers will be available in their classes if you need to 

catch up with them. 

JESUIT PUPIL PROFILE 

During this half term, we will be focussing on the two virtues, Compassionate 

and Loving. Through our assemblies and small activities in class, we will think 

about and discuss what these words mean, learn about people who show these 

virtues and try to develop ourselves to be more compassionate and loving.  

One of the readings we will be focussing on will be Jesus’ greatest 

commandment, “Love one another as I have loved you.” (John 15) We will think 

what does this mean for us? 

Our school will help their pupils grow by being compassionate and loving in the way pupils are treated, 

especially when a pupil is in trouble; and by opening pupils’ eyes to those who suffer poverty, injustice or 

violence. 

SCHOOL CLUBS 

We are in the process of finalising the school clubs for this term and will inform parents of the full 

timetable on next week’s newsletter.  Please bear with us. 

At the moment, the following clubs have been confirmed: 

Club Bonjour – will start on Monday 10th September 12.30 – 1.10pm 

Netball Club (Miss Rogers – KS2) – will start on Tuesday 11th September 12.30 – 1.10pm 

SMASH Football – will start on Friday 14th September 3.30 – 4.45pm 

AS ONE DOOR CLOSES….. 
  

Yesterday, our school community said thank you and goodbye to Mr Dunford. He was rightfully spoilt with 

cards and gifts from pupils, teachers and the Governing Body. As Chair of Governors, I would like to thank 



Mr Dunford for everything he has done over the last four months. He goes off for some well deserved rest 

and relaxation this autumn with his family. 

However, as one door closes another one opens. As Chair, I would like to formally welcome Mrs Curtis as 

our new Acting Head teacher. She brings with her a wealth of experience and a significant amount of 

knowledge about the School, being a former parent and governor here. We all look forward to working 

with you over the coming weeks ahead. 

Regards,  Cllr Paul Pavia 

OPEN MORNING AND MACMILLAN COFFEE MORNING 

 On Friday 28th September, we will be holding our first open morning for parents and 

a chance for you to see the school in working time.  Our new School Council will be 

available to show groups of parents around the school and then parents are welcome 

to join us in the school hall for coffee/tea and a cake to help raise money to support 

the MacMillan Coffee Morning appeal.  The coffee morning will take place from 9.30 

to 11.30am.  We look forward to seeing as many parents there as possible. 

CLASS CELEBRATION OF SUCCESS 

We are always extremely proud and very happy to hear about the successes of our pupils outside of 

school.  This year, these successes will be celebrated in pupil’s classrooms and we will continue to 

celebrate significant achievements of our pupils on our weekly newsletters.  Teachers will discuss days for 

bringing in certificates during our ‘Meet the Teacher’ evenings on Tuesday 11th September.  Thank you for 

your support with this.   

DINNER MENU 

The cost of dinners is £2.45 for all pupils and must be paid for on ParentPay.   

MONDAY Homemade Hawaiian Pizza (1) or Homemade Cheese and Tomato Pizza (2) (v), Homemade 

Wedges or Pasta and Coleslaw 

Chocolate and Banana Muffin and a Glass of Milk 

TUESDAY Spanish Chicken Rice (1), Savoury Rice (2) (v) with Sweetcorn and Garlic Bread or Ravioli 

with Cheesy Mash Potato and Sweetcorn (3) 

Marble Cake and Custard 

WEDNESDAY Roast Beef with Yorkshire Pudding (1) or Cauliflower and Broccoli Cheese (2) (v) with Roast 

& Boiled Potatoes, Carrots, Broccoli and Gravy 

Cookie Ice Cream 

THURSDAY Sausage (1) or Cowboy Casserole (2) or Homemade Glamorgan Sausage (3)(v) with Mash, 

Peas and Gravy  

Fruit Trifle 

FRIDAY Fish Finger (1), Salmon Bake (2) or Cheese and Tomato Frittata (3) (v) Chips or Mash or Pasta 

with Baked Beans or Peas 

Carrot Cake and Glass of Juice  
 

ALTERNATIVE EVERYDAY: JACKET POTATO WITH VARIOUS FILLINGS 



BREAKFAST CLUB 

Thank you to all the parents who have booked in and paid for the Breakfast Club this week, the system is 

working well at the moment.  The implementation of payment for Breakfast Club was initiated by 

Monmouthshire County Council and was not a school decision.  I am sure that you understand that we 

have to follow policies and procedures.   

We have informed Monmouthshire CC on your behalf, of your concerns about paying for Breakfast Club.  

Monmouthshire LA have now confirmed that all bus companies have been requested to ensure that pupils 

who arrive at school on the school transport are not dropped off early and therefore parents do not need 

to book and pay for a place at Breakfast Club. 

MESSAGE FROM MR DUNFORD 

Thursday was my last day here at St Mary’s.  I’m delighted the Governors were able to find Mrs Curtis to take 

up the reins and that we have been able to work together over the last couple of weeks has enabled a very 

smooth handover from me to her.   

So I leave with some sadness that my time is completed but delighted the leadership of the school continues 

seamlessly.  My best wishes to Mrs Curtis as she takes on the leadership. 

I would like to thank everyone who has made my tenure such an enjoyable one.  Each day has had its 

challenges but also its delights.  All the children have impressed me and the staff have been, and will continue 

to be, superb.  They do a wonderful job. 

So, a plane awaits me and I fly back into retirement.  I will follow your progress and continued success from 

a distance. I wish you well.       Thank you all.  S Dunford. 

DIARY DATES 

Please make a note of the calendar of events for the whole of this academic year listed below.  I’m sure 

that you will appreiciate that there may need to be some changes but we wanted you to be aware of the 

dates as soon as possible.  We do know that there are some dates missing but we are waiting for 

information from other schools before we can confirm these dates.   

Throughout the year, new events will be added and these will be indicated in red to help you spot them!   

AUTUMN TERM 2018 CALENDAR 

Tuesday 11th September – ‘Meet the Teacher’ 
Evening 
Wednesday 19th September – Year 6 Class 
Assembly at 3.00pm 
Tuesday 25th September – Bags 2 School Collection 
(PTA event) 
Friday 28th September – Open Morning and 
MacMillan Coffee Morning – 9.30 to 11.30am 
Wednesday 3rd October – Year 3 Class Assembly at 
3.00pm 
Wednesday 3rd October – School Open Day for 
new and prospective pupils 
Friday 5th October – Harvest Celebration – pupils 
donation of food for Chepstow Food Bank 

Monday 5th November – School begins for all 
pupils 
Tuesday 6th November – Individual and family 
photographs 
Monday 12th to Friday 16th November – ‘Respect’ 
Week  
Monday 12th November – Year 5 Remembrance 
Day Assembly at 10.45am 
Monday 12th November – Respect Parent’s 
Meeting with Mrs Curtis and Miss O’Donnell at 
5.30pm 
Wednesday 21st November – Year 2 Class 
Assembly at 3.00pm 



Monday 22nd October – Parent’s Evening 
discussion with parents - 4.00 to 6.30pm 
Wednesday 24th October – Year 1 Class Assembly 
at 3.00pm 
Wednesday 24th October – Parent’s Evening 
discussion with parents - 5.00 – 7.30pm 
Thursday 25th October – Grandparent’s Afternoon 
FRIDAY 26TH OCTOBER – SCHOOL TRAINING DAY 
 
Half term week – 29th October to 2nd November 
2018 
 

Friday 23rd November – Whole school pantomime 
Sleeping Beauty 
Tuesday 4th December – Year 4 Class Assembly at 
3.00pm 
Tuesday 11th December – Foundation Phase 
performance to parents at 2.00pm 
Wednesday 12th December – Foundation Phase 
performance to parents at 2.00pm 
Monday 17th December – Progress reports out to 
parents 
Tuesday 18th December – KS2 Advent Service at 
6.00pm 
Friday 21st December – End of Term 

SPRING TERM 2019 CALENDAR 

Monday 7th January – School begins for all children 
Thursday 17th January – Year 6 Class Assembly at 
9.30am 
Thursday 31st January – Year 3 Class Assembly at 
9.30am 
Thursday 14th February – Year 5 Class Assembly at 
9.30am 
Tuesday 19th February – Parent’s Evening with 
books – 4.00 to 6.30pm 
Thursday 21st February – Parent’s Evening with 
books – 5.00 – 7.30pm 
Friday 22nd February – St. David’s Day Mass 
(morning) with school Eisteddfod Assembly 
(afternoon) 
 
Half term week – 25th February to 1st March 2019 

Monday 4th March – School begins for all pupils 
Wednesday 6th March – Ash Wednesday Mass 
Thursday 7th March – Year 4 Class Assembly at 
9.30am 
Thursday 7th March – World Book Day ~ pupils will 
be encouraged to dress up as their favourite book 
character and will rotate around activities with 
teachers throughout the day 
Thursday 28th March – Year 1 Class Assembly at 
9.30am 
Tuesday 2nd to Friday 5th April – Year 5 trip to 
Hilston Park 
Thursday 4th April – Year 2 Class Assembly 
Monday 8th April – Progress reports out to parents 
Thursday 11th April – Year 3 and Year 4 Easter 
Production to parents (evening) 
Friday 12th April – End of Term 
 

SUMMER TERM 2019 CALENDAR 

Monday 29th April – School begins for all children 
Monday 6th May – BANK HOLIDAY 
Tuesday 7th to Tuesday 14th May – National Test 
week 
Monday 20th May – School Sport’s Day 
Wednesday 22nd May – New Reception Parent’s 
Meeting 
Wednesday 22nd May – Reserve Sport’s Day 
Friday 24th May – School May Day Procession 
 
Half term week – 27th to 31st May 2019 

Monday 3rd June – School begins for all children 
Monday 3rd to Friday 7th June – Well-being and 
Healthy Schools Week 
Monday 10th to Friday 14th June – Year 6 French 
Trip 
Saturday 22nd June – Provisional date for Leckwith 
Sport’s Day 
Monday 15th July – Award’s Ceremony (afternoon) 
Wednesday 17th July – Year 6 School Leaver’s Mass 
Friday 19th July – Year 6 Class Leaver’s Assembly 
MONDAY 22ND JULY – TRAINING DAY 

 

Training Days for 2018 – 2019: 

Monday 3rd September 2018 

Tuesday 4th September 2018 

Friday 26th October 2018 

Monday 22nd July 2019 



We have one more training day to allocate for the year and I will let parents know this as soon as possible 

but please could I assure you it will not be during the Autumn Term. 

One date I would like to draw all parents of pupils in Year 2 to Year 6 attention to is the date for the 

National Test Week.  This year it is Tuesday 7th to Tuesday 14th May 2019.  It is very important that all our 

pupils are in school for this week. 

 

 

PTA NEWS 

Welcome back! 

We hope everyone had a great summer and we would like to say a big welcome to the new reception class.  

We hope you and your children are settling into St Mary’s.  

PTA MEETING 18th September 7.30pm 

Our first meeting of the term will take place on September 18th, 7:30pm at the Severn Bridge Social Club.  

We would welcome as many people as possible to come and help decide the fundraising events for the 

coming year, including deciding on the junior playground equipment to be purchased.  A full agenda for 

this meeting will be available next week and we will welcome everyone’s opinions on the items. If you are 

unable to attend they can be emailed and will be included in the meeting. 

Bags 2 school 

Our next Bags2School collection will be Tuesday 25th September. Bags will be sent home next week 

(uniform is not accepted). 

Christmas jumper/Onesie sale 

We are still happily collecting all Christmas jumpers (adults and children) and onesies for our sale to take 

place in November/December.  They will eventually be on sale after school for a small fee and will give 

everyone a chance to grab a bargain, while raising money for the school! 

Please leave you donations in the Uniform box outside the office. 

 

 


